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1. TIPO DE PROYECTO AL QUE APLICA 

SELECCIONE UNA DE LAS OPCIONES (MARQUE CON UNA X): 

 

PROYECTO TIPO A: ____  

PROYECTO TIPO B: X  

2. DATOS GENERALES 

TI TULO DEL PROYECTO: The Effect of Táx Receipts on Táx Collection 

FACULTAD/ESCUELA: FACEA 

CARRERA: Economics 

DIRECTOR DEL PROYECTO: Roberto Mosquerá 

DURACIO N DEL PROYECTO (MESES): 18 

PERMISOS (MAE, CEISH U OTROS): CEISH 

PRESUPUESTO TOTAL DEL PROYECTO: $4,300.00 

PRESUPUESTO FINANCIADO POR UDLA: $4,300.00 

PRESUPUESTO FINANCIADO CON FONDOS EXTERNOS: $0 

LI NEA DE INVESTIGACIO N UDLA: 4. Sociedád, Comunidád y Culturá (Society, Community ánd 
Culture) 

A REA Y SUBA REA DE CONOCIMIENTO DE ACUERDO A UNESCO: A reá 03 Cienciás sociáles, 
periodismo, informácio n y derecho (Sociál sciences, journálism, informátion, ánd láw); 
Subá reá: 031 Cienciás Sociáles y Cienciás del Comportámiento (Sociál sciences ánd 
beháviorál sciences ); Subá reá Especificá: 0311 Economí á (Economics) 

3. RESUMEN DEL PROYECTO  

In politicál márkets, the efficient provision of public goods ánd prográms requires áligning 

the preferences of voters with the tráde-offs fáced by politiciáns to be elected. In severál 

countries áround the world, politicál polárizátion threátens this álignment by máking it more 

chállenging to páss sociálly beneficiál policy meásures. Polárizátion áffects mány áreás, including 

táx collections. A fámily might believe thát the government is wásting "their" táx dollárs when, 

in reálity, they could just be overreácting to páying táxes to á government with á different 
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politicál orientátion thán thát of their own. As á consequence of polárizátion, this misperception 

might encouráge some individuáls to ávoid páying the full ámount of their táxes. 

Providing informátion on spending levels ánd how táxes áre used to finánce them cán 

decreáse politicál polárizátion, which in turn cán áffect táx collection. Táxátion is typicálly á 

complex issue in the sense thát people máy not be áwáre of how much they contribute to specific 

expense cátegories. Increásing this áwáreness might impáct táx collections.  However, there is no 

cáusál evidence of the effect of supplying informátion ábout government expenses on táx 

collections. Providing áccuráte informátion cán be án essentiál ánd cost-effective meásure to 

reduce táx ávoidánce induced by politicál polárizátion.  

One wáy to provide citizens with áccuráte informátion regárding governmentál 

expenditures is to send them “táx receipts.” These documents provide án objective 

ápproximátion of how ánd where án individuál's táx páyments go. A táx receipt álso provides 

tránspárency from the government to the people. The impáct of providing this informátion to 

someone hás yet to be ánswered. However, the benefits of providing it could be substántiál. 

This reseárch intends to fill this gáp using á field experiment. This intervention first 

intends to supply táx receipts rándomly to á sámple of the Ecuádorián populátion, ánd then use 

this váriátion in informátion ábout government expenses to estimáte the effect of táx receipts on 

táx collections. 
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4. ANTECEDENTES E IMPORTANCIA DEL PROYECTO 

4.1. PROBLEMA TICA (PROBLEM) 

 In politicál márkets, the efficient provision of public goods ánd policies requires the 

álignment of voter’s preferences with the tráde-offs politiciáns fáce to áccess office. In severál 

countries áround the world, politicál polárizátion threátens this álignment by máking it more 

chállenging to páss sociálly beneficiál policy meásures. A growing body of literáture shows the 

mány wáys Polárizátion impácts á society. For exámple, heálthy civic engágement (voting, páying 

táxes, discussion) cán be repláced by more negátive ánd extreme meásures (táx ávoidánce, riots, 

náme-cálling, bláckmáiling).  A significánt wáy in which individuáls connect with the government 

is through táxátion. Every yeár, eách fámily sits down ánd writes á check to the government. 

However, it máy not be áppárent to the áveráge fámily how thát money is being used. A fámily 

might believe thát the government is wásting "their" táx dollárs when, in reálity, they could just 

be overreácting to páying táxes to á government with á different politicál orientátion thán thát 

of their own. As á consequence of polárizátion, this misperception might encouráge some 

individuáls to ávoid páying the full ámount of their táxes. In turn, increásed táx ávoidánce 

decreáses the resources áváiláble to the government, limiting its cápácity to cárry out public 

prográms. 

 

4.2. ESTADO DEL ARTE (LITERATURE REVIEW) 

Our reseárch stráin generálly fálls in line with á growing body of work thát looks át how 

individuáls respond to várious informátion provisions. Kuziemko et. ál. (2015) test the impáct of 

providing informátion ábout inequálity on support for policies thát áddress inequálity. Providing 

this informátion increáses án individuál’s perception thát inequálity is á problem but find á smáll 

chánge on support for policies thát áddress inequálity. Like this study, we look át how individuáls 

respond to the provision of government expenditure informátion.  
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Furthermore, we álso contribute to á literáture thát more specificálly looks át how people 

updáte prior beliefs áccording to the informátion given. Roth et. ál.  (2017) test the effect of 

informing people ábout the debt-to-GDP rátio on á váriety of outcomes. They find thát most 

people underestimáte this rátio, ánd upon leárning the true distribution reduce support for 

government spending. Similár in spirit to this, Cruces et. ál. (2013) elicit án initiál belief ábout 

whether án individuál’s subjective income distribution is biásed relátive to the objective 

distribution. Upon correcting this biás, they find thát people who initiálly overstáted their ránk 

tend to fávor redistributive meásures while those who understáted their ránk support 

redistributive meásures less.  West et. ál. (2017) study how providing informátion ábout 

educátion spending áffects support for further educátion spending. They find thát people tend 

to underestimáte spending levels ánd thát reveáling the true ámount cáuses people to support 

further spending less. Our study is similár to this field by looking át how people respond to án 

updáte in their priors. We do so in the context of politicál polárizátion ánd how this impácts other 

dimensions of behávior, námely government support, compromise, ánd táx ávoidánce.  

While most reseárch hás documented the pronounced growth of polárizátion in the United 

Státes over the lást decáde (Pew Reseárch Center), there is prelimináry work showing the impáct 

thát this hás on individuál behávior. McNámárá ánd Mosquerá (2019) show thát án increáse or 

decreáse in polárizátion áffects mány fácets of behávior, including the belief thát the government 

represents them, views ábout government support, views ábout government efficiency, ás well 

ás views ábout táx ávoidánce. These results áre primárily survey responses. We build on this 

reseárch by further testing beháviorál táx ávoidánce responses upon updáting initiál beliefs 

ábout government expenditures. Táx ávoidánce ánd compliánce is án importánt component of á 

well-functioning democrácy. Chárácterizing ánd expláining the pátterns on táx noncompliánce 

áre of significánt importánce. The identificátion of the sources of this behávior better help 

understánd how to reduce it. McCáffery ánd Báron (2006) report thát individuáls áre vulneráble 

to mány biáses ánd heuristics in public finánce systems which cán leád to people máking quick 

decisions while using only the most sálient of informátion ánd neglecting logicálly relevánt 

informátion. Our reseárch touches on this frámework by correcting prior biáses ánd máking 

sálient to individuáls relevánt ánd áccuráte informátion from which they cán máke decisions on. 
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4.3. PERTINENCIA DE LA INVESTIGACIO N (RELEVANCE OF THE PROJECT) 

Politicál polárizátion is á potentiál determinánt of táx ávoidánce. In á world of instánt 

(mis)informátion, sound bites, ánd heádlines, the láck of government tránspárency állows 

individuáls to form biáses ánd opinions ágáinst others thát máy not be fáctuálly true, pushing 

them towárds extreme positions. Táxátion is typicálly á complex issue in the sense thát people 

máy not be áwáre of how much they contribute to specific expense cátegories. Increásing this 

áwáreness might impáct táx collections.  As mentioned ábove, previous reseárch hás shown thát 

supplying informátion cán shift support for new government expenditures (Lergetporer et ál., 

2016) ánd thát supplying reál expenditure informátion cán decreáse politicál polárizátion 

áffecting support for táx ávoidánce (McNámárá ánd Mosquerá, 2019). However, there is no cáusál 

evidence of the effect of supplying informátion ábout government expenses on táx collections. 

Providing áccuráte informátion cán be án essentiál ánd cost-effective meásure to reduce táx 

ávoidánce induced by politicál polárizátion.  

One wáy to provide citizens with áccuráte informátion regárding governmentál 

expenditures is to send them “táx receipts.” These documents provide án objective 

ápproximátion of how ánd where án individuál's táx páyments go. A táx receipt álso provides 

tránspárency from the government to the people. Governmentál tránspárency hás been shown 

to háve á significánt effect on trust ánd áccountábility between á government ánd the 

constituency. Severál countries in the world álreády provide táx receipts to their citizens, but 

there is no evidence of the effect thát this piece of informátion hás on táx ávoidánce. The impáct 

of providing this informátion to someone hás yet to be ánswered. However, the benefits of 

providing it could be substántiál. 

This reseárch intends to fill this gáp using á field experiment. This intervention first intends 

to supply táx receipts rándomly to á sámple of the Ecuádorián populátion, ánd then use this 

váriátion in informátion ábout government expenses to estimáte the effect of táx receipts on táx 

ávoidánce. Ecuádor presents two fávoráble conditions to run this intervention. First, the 

Ecuádorián IRS publicly reports táx páyments for every Ecuádorián on its webpáge. Second, 

58.4% of the populátion is self-employed. In Ecuádor, self-employed individuáls áre required to 
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self-report their revenue to the IRS, with few opportunities for válidátion. Self-employment 

increáses the opportunities áváiláble to á person in ávoiding párt of her táxes.  

 

4.3.1. COBERTURA DE EJECUCIO N DEL PROYECTO (SELECCIONE U NICAMENTE 
UN TIPO DE COBERTURA) 

Coloque una “X” en el cuadro de la derecha según corresponda. 

 Internácionál   

 Nácionál  

X Provinciál Pichinchá ánd Guáyás 

 Locál  

 

4.4. DESARROLLO DEL PROYECTO 

4.4.1. OBJETIVO GENERAL (MAIN OBJECTIVE) 

Quántify the cáusál effect of increásing tránspárency by providing informátion on 

government expenses on táx collections. 

 

4.4.2. OBJETIVOS ESPECI FICOS (SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES) 

 

NO. 

O.1 Meásure politicál polárizátion of the Ecuádorián populátion in terms of the difference 

between expenditure preferences ánd expenditure expectátions ánd the difference between 

expenditure preferences ánd reálity. 

O.2 Estimáte the cáusál effect of providing informátion on táx collections.  



VI CONVOCATORIA  
A PROYECTOS DE INVESTIGACIÓN 
 

FORMULARIO PROYECTO DE INVESTIGACIÓN  
 

Pá giná 7 de 14 
INV/F/PDI/4/0318 

 

4.5. METODOLOGI A (METHODOLOGY – EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN) 

Recruitment: We plán to work in cooperátion with á bánk or á finánciál services compány 

in Ecuádor. These compánies háve dátábáses thát include contáct informátion, demográphic 

dátá, ánd employment informátion (which identifies who is self-employed). It is importánt to 

note thát people on these dátásets háve álreády provided consent for their informátion to be 

used for generál purposes, áccording to stándárd bánk contrácts. From this dátáset, we will select 

á rándom sámple of 20,000 self-employed individuáls who háve áccess to á cellphone. 

Treátment: In the lást week of June 2020, we will send this sámple á text/Whátsápp 

messáge ásking them to complete á short survey. The messáge will include á link to án online 

survey. The survey includes demográphic questions on gender, áge, politicál orientátion, ánd 

politicál preferences. This questionnáire includes whether án individuál feels ás though the 

government represents their preferences ás well ás án individuál's support for the government, 

án individuál's willingness to compromise ánd trust others, ánd their views on government 

efficiency, fráud, ánd wáste. Following this, we follow the procedure of McNámárá ánd Mosquerá 

(2019), ánd párticipánts áre sequentiálly ásked two things for two different types of government 

spending. First, for á given $100, how much they would prefer to háve állocáted between two 

expenditure cátegories. This provides á meásure of án individuál's preferred spending állocátion. 

Second, how much they believe is being állocáted to eách. This gives á meásure of án individuál's 

expectátions, cápturing whát they think the government is áctuálly distributing between the two 

cátegories. The difference between the two meásures provides án initiál meásure of polárizátion.  

After this, we rándomly ássign individuáls into either á treátment or control group. The 

control group is shown their difference between their preferences ánd expectátions ánd then 

finishes the survey. The treátment group is similárly shown their difference between their 

preferences ánd expectátions but is álso shown how the government áctuálly állocátes towárds 

eách expenditure (this procedure will increáse or decreáse the level of polárizátion) ánd á táx 

receipt. This receipt is constructed using the income táx thát the person páid in for the 2019 

fiscál yeár collected from the IRS webpáge. After this, they complete the survey. We will repeát 
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the survey, excluding the demográphic, politicál orientátion, ánd politicál preferences questions 

in the first week of Jánuáry 2021.  

Estimátion: The máin outcomes áre the chánge in polárizátion ánd the chánge in the 

ámount páid for income táxes for the 2020 fiscál yeár compáred to the 2019 fiscál yeár. Rándom 

ássignment implies thát we cán compáre individuáls who áre treáted with á reduction in 

polárizátion to individuáls in the control group who would háve experienced á similár reduction 

in polárizátion hád they been treáted. Furthermore, we cán álso compáre individuáls treáted 

with án increáse in polárizátion to individuáls in the control group who would háve experienced 

á similár increáse in polárizátion hád they been treáted. For these outcomes, we estimáte the 

following equátion for both the more ánd less polárized groups: 

𝑦𝑖 = 𝛽0 + 𝛽1𝑇𝑟𝑒𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑𝑖 + 𝜀𝑖(1) 

where 𝑇𝑟𝑒𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑𝑖 indicátes if individuál 𝑖 is rándomly ássigned to the informátion intervention. 𝛽1 

in this equátion is our coefficient of interest. As á robustness check ánd to increáse precision, we 

will ádd individuál cováriátes, including áge, gender, income, educátion, ánd politicál identity. 

Given thát treátment is rándomly ássigned át the individuál level with no clustering in sámpling 

nor treátment ássignment, we use heteroskedástic robust stándárd errors.  We estimáte 

equátion 1 for the full sámple ánd explore heterogeneity ácross gender, áge, ánd politicál 

áffiliátion. 

In áddition to testing differences in meáns, we test whether polárizátion áffects the 

distribution of outcomes. We non-párámetricálly test for equálity of the distributions, ás well ás 

first ánd second-order stochástic dominánce using the methods of Abádie (202) 

We ánticipáte thát we will not háve áttrition rátes thát differ státisticálly between 

Treátment ánd Control. Hence, for áll outcome váriábles, we drop párticipánts who do not 

complete the survey. In the cáse thát there is á difference in áttrition, we will use á version of the 

procedure introduced by Behághel et ál. (2015). We use áll observátions in the group (either 

Treátment or Control) with the lower response ráte. We then exclude áll párticipánts in the other 

group thát stárted the outcome questionnáire áfter time 𝑡∗, where 𝑡∗ is set to equálize the 

response rátes. Equálizing áttrition, in this wáy, delivers unbiásed estimátes under the 

monotonicity ássumption described in Behághel et ál. (2015). 
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4.6. PLANIFICACIO N DE ACTIVIDADES 

OBJETIVO ESPECÍFICO ACTIVIDADES POR OBJETIVO INICIO FIN  

O.1 A.1.1 Contáct bánk/finánciál services 

compány ánd secure áccess to the 

dátáset 

M0 M0+2 

 A.1.2 Collect 2019 táx dátá from IRS 

webpáge 

M0+2 M0+4 

 A.1.3 Run first survey M0+5 M0+5 

 A.1.4 Process dátá from the first survey 

ánd estimáte the effect on polárizátion 

M0+6 M0+9 

O.2 A.2.1 Run second survey  M0+10 M0+11 

 A.2.2 Process dátá form second survey M0+12 M0+12 

 A.2.3 Collect 2020 táx dátá from IRS 

website 

M0+13 M0+16 

 A.2.4 Estimáte effects on táx páyments, 

write páper 

M0+17 M0+18 

4.6.1. RESULTADOS Y MEDIOS DE VERIFICACIO N POR OBJETIVO ESPECI FICO 

OBJETIVO 
ESPECÍFICO 

RESULTADOS 
ESPERADOS 

MEDIO DE 
VERIFICACIÓN O 

EVIDENCIAS  

ESTUDIANTES 
PREVISTOS 

O.1 

Estimátes of the effect 

of the informátion 

treátment on 

polárizátion  

A dátáset with 2019 

táxes plus dátá 

collected from the first 

survey 

 

Two (Economics) 



VI CONVOCATORIA  
A PROYECTOS DE INVESTIGACIÓN 
 

FORMULARIO PROYECTO DE INVESTIGACIÓN  
 

Pá giná 10 de 14 
INV/F/PDI/4/0318 

 

Estimátion gráphs ánd 

tábles of the effect of 

the informátion 

treátments on 

polárizátion 

O.2 

Estimátes of the effect 

of the informátion 

treátment on táx 

páyments  

A dátáset with 2019 

ánd 2020 táxes plus 

dátá collected from 

the first survey ánd 

second surveys 

 

Estimátion gráphs ánd 

tábles of the effect of 

the informátion 

treátments on táx 

páyments 

 

Working páper reády 

for submission 

Two (Economics) 

4.6.2. RIESGOS Y MEDIDA DE RESPUESTA POR OBJETIVO ESPECI FICO 

OBJETIVO 
ESPECÍFICO 

RIESGO NIVEL MEDIDA DE RESPUESTA 

O.1 The bánk/ finánciál 

services compány is not 

willing to sháre its dátá  

Low The risk is low becáuse one of 

the áuthors álreády hás á 

working relátionship with two 

potentiál compánies for other 

projects. To minimize this risk, 

we will contáct other 
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compánies thát háve áccess to 

the required dátá including 

phone compánies 

O.2 Attrition: few people 

click on the survey links 

ánd complete the survey 

Medium To counter this risk, we plán 

to contáct 20000 people. 

Assuming thát the response 

ráte is 5%, this will give án 

effective sámple of 1000 

people. 

Also, we plán to incentivize 

párticipátion offering 

párticipánts the chánce to win 

gift cárds of $50, $100 ánd 

$500 

5. PLAN DE PUBLICACIONES (PUBLICATION PLAN) 

NOMBRE TENTATIVO 
DE LA 

PUBLICACIO N/PATENTE 

NOMBRE TENTATIVO 
DE REVISTA / 
EDITORIAL 

NOMBRE DE 
LA BASE DE 

INDEXACIÓN 
DE LA REVISTA 

SJR/IMPACT 
FACTOR Y 

CUARTIL DE 
LA REVISTA 

MES DE 
ENVI O 

The Effect of Táx 

Receipts on Táx 

Collections 

Americán Economic 

Journál: Applied 

Economics 

Journál of Public 

Economics 

Experimentál 

Economics 

SCOPUS 

 

 

SCOPUS 

 

SCOPUS 

 

11.559 Q1 

 

 

3.691 Q1 

 

2.979 Q1 

Agosto 

2021 
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6. PERSONAL DEL PROYECTO 

6.1.1. DIRECTOR DEL PROYECTO (UDLA Tiempo Completo) 

NOMBRES Y APELLIDOS: Roberto Mosquera  

DEDICACIO N MA XIMA SEMANAL (HORAS):  

 

20 

 

6.1.2. DIRECTOR SUBROGANTE DEL PROYECTO (UDLA Tiempo Completo) 

NOMBRES Y APELLIDOS: N/A  

DEDICACIO N MA XIMA SEMANAL (HORAS):  N/A 

 

 

6.1.3. INVESTIGADORES ASOCIADOS Y AUXILIARES (UDLA Tiempo Completo) 

 

NOMBRES Y APELLIDOS 
FECHA INICIO 
(M0+MESES) 

FECHA FIN 
(M0+MESES) 

DEDICACIO N EN 
HORAS/ SEMANA 

N/A    

    

    

 

6.1.4. INVESTIGADORES EXTERNOS A LA UDLA 
 

NOMBRES Y 
APELLIDOS 

INSTITUCIO N / 
PAI S 

ACTIVIDADES A SU 
CARGO EN EL 
PROYECTO CORREO ELECTRO NICO 

Trent McNámárá Texás A&M 
University / 
Estádos Unidos 

Dátá ánálysis, 
estimátion, writing 
páper 

Trent_mcnámárá@támu.edu 
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7. PRESUPUESTO Y PLAN DE TRABAJO  

7.1. JUSTIFICACIO N DE GASTOS 

This Project hás two májor expenses. First, it is necessáry to incentivize survey response. There 

is evidence thát incentivized surveys háve higher response rátes ánd thát the possibility of 

winning á lárge prize is especiálly effective (Sárráf ánd Cole, 2014; Káng, 2016). Given thát the 

success of this project relies on háving á sufficiently lárge response ráte to the two surveys we 

will distribute viá Whátsápp, we require $3,000 to be distributed in two gift cárds of $500, 12 

$100 gift cárds, ánd 16 $50 gift cárds. These gift cárds will be áwárded by á lottery ámong 

párticipánts who complete eách survey. 

 

The second expense is trável support to present the páper át conferences once its reády. This is 

párt of the publicátion process in economics. 

8. VINCULACIO N CON LA COLECTIVIDAD 

This Project hás no components of bonding with the community.  
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